
PPPPSY NEW S
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P S Y C H O L O G Y

S u m m e r  2 0 1 1

Undergraduate news 
By John Cooper Cutting

Our undergraduate program in psychology continues to be a thriving, popular major (with 
519 majors). I’d like to extend the department’s congratulations to the 116 psychology gradu-
ates this past spring 2010. We wish all of you well in your post graduate endeavors. I’d also 
like to extend our welcome to the 150 incoming freshmen and transfer students to the major. 

Jory Sameulson was awarded the Walter Vernon Scholarship in Psychology (awarded to 
a sophomore psychology major who has excelled in an introductory psychology course and 
an introductory writing course). The Edwin A. Payne Memorial Award (awarded to a senior 
psychology major with excellent academic records and involvement in campus and/or com-
munity activities) was awarded to Ethan Van Norman. Van Norman was also a recipient of 
the 2009–2010 Robert G. Bone Scholarship (the highest undergraduate honor awarded to an 
Illinois State undergraduate) and is pursuing his post-graduate work in the school psychology 
doctoral program at the University of Minnesota. Continuing in this tradition, I am happy to 
congratulate Mary Beth Ryan, who was awarded the 2010–2011 Bone Scholarship (marking 
it five out of the last six years that a psychology major has received this honor).

Psychology majors continue to actively pursue out-of-class experiences. In spring 2010, 86 
psychology majors presented 36 posters based on research projects conducted in collaboration 
with psychology faculty at the Illinois State Undergraduate Research Symposium. Our local 
chapter of Psi Chi and our Student Psychological Association continue to remain active orga-
nizations on and off campus. This year representatives from these groups visited Bloomington 
High School to speak with members of that school’s psychology club for a Q&A session. 
The high school students were anxious to hear all about the different areas of the University’s 
Department of Psychology and the many out-of-class opportunities offered to undergradu-
ate and graduate students. The student groups also volunteered their time helping out at the 
Festival of Trees event benefiting the Baby Fold.

As a final note, I wanted to let you, our alumni, know that next year our psychology 
programs are undergoing their institutional program reviews. The department has instituted 
a number of changes in our programs since our last review. We’d like hear from you as part 
of the review processes. So please keep an eye out for a Department of Psychology alumni 
survey sometime within the next year.

Psychology.IllinoisState.edu/alumni
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Distinguished Alumni Award
Kathleen J. Bieschke received her bachelor’s degree in psychology in 1982 and a master’s 
degree in Clinical Psychology in 1985 from Illinois State University. She then completed a 

Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology in 1991 from Michigan State 
University. Bieschke is a professor of counseling psychology and 
the coordinator of the CEDAR Clinic at Penn State University. 

The CEDAR Clinic provides vocational, personal, and educa-

tional counseling to students and “supervised clinical training to 

counselor education master’s students and counselor education 

and counseling psychology doctoral students.” 

She is an active participant in the Center for Collegiate Men-

tal Health and is interested in sexual and gender minority clients. 

Bieschke is particularly interested in the education and training 

of professional psychologists. She is associate editor for Train-

ing and Education in Professional Psychology and is a member 

of the American Psychological Association’s commission on accreditation. 

According to Bieschke’s vita she has more than 100 papers and presentations to state, 

regional, national, and international associations. She is the coauthor of the Handbook of 

Counseling and Psychotherapy with Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Clients and 

has close to 40 publications in journals, including The Counseling Psychologist, Journal of 

Marital and Family Therapy, Journal of Counseling Psychology, and the Journal of College 

Student Development. 

Bieschke is married to Daryl Gregory, a novelist, comic book writer, and part-time Web 

programmer. They have two children, Emma and Ian. The family resides in State College, 

Pennsylvania. 

Early Career Achievement Award
John Pryor, contributor

Michael Olson received his bachelor’s degree in psychology in 

1997 from Illinois State University. He holds a Ph.D. in social 

psychology from Indiana University-Bloomington. He joined 

the faculty as an assistant professor at the University of Ten-

nessee in 2004. In 2010 Olson became an associate professor. 

His research has focused on “the overlapping areas of attitude 

formation and change, implicit social cognition, racial prejudice, 

and intergroup relations.” He is a fellow of the Society for Ex-

perimental Social Psychology, associate editor of the Journal of 

Experimental Social Psychology, and a member of the editorial 

board of the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology.

Olson has developed an international reputation in social psychological research. He has 
distinguished himself as one of the pre-eminent researchers in the scientific study of attitudes. 
Olson’s career accomplishments are emblematic of the high quality education that Illinois 
State undergraduates receive in the scientific study of psychology. He represents the realiza-
tion of what Illinois State undergraduates are capable of accomplishing. Olson resides with 
his wife Suzanne, and two children, Max and Emi, in the Fountain City area of Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 
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Clincal-Counseling Psychology

Karen I. Mark, contributor

We have 32 students in the program, and we continue to receive applications from strong 
individuals with diverse experiences and backgrounds. Among the 12 students admitted for 
fall 2010 is Meera Afzal, who joins us from Pakistan as a recipient of the Fulbright Scholar-
ship. The rest of the students in this year’s entering class hail from undergraduate institutions 
in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, and Nebraska.

Congratulations to our graduates! Sarah Altergott, Scott Baird, Jamie Hansen, Angela 
Phillips, and Robin Van Herrmann earned their degrees in May 2010; Rachelle Bauer, Nora 
Bunford, Jennifer Hall, Courtney Lee, Brittany (Bachman) Ott, Nona Philippe-Albrecht, and 
Sarah Welte earned their degrees in August 2010; and Megan Catlin earned her degree in 
December 2010. We welcome them to our growing list of clinical-counseling alumni, and we 
wish them success as they continue their professional pursuits.

The fall 2010 Alumni Day events held by the Psychology Department featured two hon-
orees with connections to the clinical-counseling area. Kathleen Bieschke was the recipient 
of one of the two Alumni of the Year awards. Bieschke earned her B.S. in psychology from 
Illinois State in 1982, her M.S. in clinical psychology from Illinois State in 1985, and her 
Ph.D. in counseling psychology from Michigan State University in 1991. She is a professor 
of counseling psychology at Penn State University. As part of the Alumni Day events, she 
delivered a colloquium on “Trainee competence to work with sexual minority clients: The role 
of affirmation.” 

Cory Baxter, who earned his B.S. in psychology in 1999 and M.S. in clinical psychology in 
2001 from Illinois State, was honored with this year’s Practicum Supervisor Award in Clinical-
Counseling Psychology. Since completing his master’s degree, Baxter has been working at 
DeWitt County Human Resource Center in Clinton. Throughout his time at the agency, he 
has been supervising clinical-counseling students while serving in his roles as family therapist 
and clinical director.

We continue to be grateful for our strong partnerships with community agencies that pro-
vide valuable training practica for second-year clinical-counseling students. In 2010–2011, we 
are pleased to have established two new practicum sites: Decatur Memorial Hospital Wellness 
Center in Forsyth, and Urbana School Health Center. At the latter agency, Amber Dowers, 
M.S. ’05 clinical-counseling psychology, initiated development of this new placement and is 
supervising one of our students. 

We also were delighted to have re-established practicum placements at The Baby Fold and 
at Mental Health Centers of Central Illinois–Springfield. 

The agencies where other students are completing their practica are Chestnut Health 
Systems, DeWitt County Human Resource Center, Heritage Behavioral Health Center, and 
Institute for Human Resources. 

In addition, six of the 12 first-year clinical-counseling students are completing pre-
practicum internships at Catholic Charities, Chestnut Global Partners, and Chestnut Health 
Systems. 

We appreciate the contribution of all of these agencies in providing clinical experiences and 
graduate assistantships for students in our program.

In last year’s newsletter we reported the deployment to Iraq of one of our second-year 
students, Katt (Katherine) Kereszturi. During her yearlong mission, Kereszturi provided 
mental health services to troops stationed in Iraq, along with training military personnel in 
the delivery of a variety of assessment and treatment services. We are pleased to announce 
that Kereszturi completed her assignment safely, and we commend her on her year of special 
military service. We welcome her back to the program in spring 2011, as she is completing 
her remaining course work and resuming her practicum placement at the Institute for Human 
Resources.
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Dawn McBride, contributor

New faces and goodbyes
Five new CBS students joined the sequence this year from a strong applicant pool. Andrew 
Baker, Drew Abney, and David Vinson from Illinois State University; Brandon Thomas from 
Purdue University Calumet; and Douglas Schuweiler from University of Illinois at Cham-
paign-Urbana all joined the CBS sequence last fall. Christopher Sorric, Amanda Padgitt, and 
Kelly Wystarczyk all successfully defended their theses and graduated from CBS.

Impressive visitors
The CBS sequence hosted an impressive group of guest speakers in the past year. Hosting 
guest speakers provides opportunities for faculty and students in our department and across 
campus, to interact with scholars. In the spring, visitors included Robert Bishop of Wheaton 
College and William Klipec of Drake University. In fall, visitors included David Uttal of 
Northwestern University, Jay Smart of Miami University in Ohio, and CBS graduate Charles 
Coey of the University of Cincinnati. Joseph Magliano of Northern Illinois University also 
presented a webinar to the CBS group. The Institute for Prospective Cognition (lead by CBS 
faculty member J. Scott Jordan) also hosted artist Tomie Hahn of the Rennselaer Polytech-
nic Institute and musician Noah Earle in the fall. Speakers and topics for the CBS sequence 
can be viewed at Psychology.IllinoisState.edu/cbs/prosem.shtml. We are grateful to financial 
contributions from the department, college, and university, which make these visits possible. 

Conference hosts
CBS faculty hosted two conferences in Normal this year: the 4th Annual Illinois Data 
Conference (hosted by Dawn McBride and Jeff Wagman) in June and the meeting of the 
International Society for Ecological Psychology (hosted by Jeff Wagman) in July.

New addition to CBS family
We are delighted to welcome a recent addition to the CBS 
family. In August 2010 Dawn McBride and Jeff Wagman 
welcomed their first child, Connor James Wagman. 
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Faculty updates
In August 2010 we welcomed a new I/O faculty member, Dan Ispas. (See profile below). He 
has completed research in both Romania and the U.S. on issues related to job performance, 
selection, test adaptation and validation, and survey research, and has published articles in the 

journals Human Performance, International Journal of Selection and Assess-
ment, and Psychology of Human Resources. Ispas is teaching Statistics for 
Social Sciences and Organizational Psychology. 

Sociology and Anthropology Professor Susan Sprecher, an affiliated 
member of the I/O-S sequence, was named Distinguished Professor last 
year. We congratulate Sprecher on this achievement! She joins Glenn 
Reeder and John Pryor from our sequence who were both awarded Dis-
tinguished Professorships in the past few years.

Student news
The I/O-S sequence accepted three new students for our 2010 incoming class: Mackenzie 
Harmon, Knox College; Kandace Waddy, Texas A&M University; and Kelly Whalen, Augus-
tana College. Six second-year students are also continuing in the program.

New faculty profile: Dan Ispas
Reprinted from CAS News October 2010 by Tim Wagner

Dan Ispas joined the department in 2010 as an assistant pro-
fessor within the industrial/organizational-social sequence. He 
received his Ph.D. in industrial-organizational psychology with 
a minor in statistical methods from the University of South 
Florida in 2010. His main research interests are performance 
appraisals and management, individual differences in the 
workplace, bridging the scientist-practitioner gap, and cross-
cultural test adaptation and development. Ispas was born in the 
city of Arad, Romania. He is teaching Advanced Statistics and 
Organizational Psychology.

Distinguished Professor retires
Glenn Reeder has retired after 33 years of teaching and 
service in the Department of Psychology. His contributions 
to the department and the University over the years are 
invaluable and too numerous to count. His commitment to 
students and passion for teaching are ever present. In fact, 
since retirement in June 2010, life hasn’t changed much for 
Reeder. He came back in the fall to teach his usual classes 
in social psychology and is continuing to work on research 
with undergraduates and graduate students, as well as with 
faculty John Pryor and Scott Jordan. Current research 
includes projects on stigma by association and aspects of 
impression formation. So for Reeder, retirement has meant 
doing the same things he has done for the past 33 years. However he took time off from teach-
ing in the spring to do a little traveling with his wife, Jan. 
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Mark Swerdlik, contributor 

There are 53 students enrolled in both the specialist and Ph.D. programs. In fall 2010 there 
were 10 entering students. Six enrolled in the specialist program and four in the doctoral 
program. Entering students represent a number of institutions including Loyola University, 
Bradley University, Western Illinois University, University of Wisconsin, Benedictine Univer-
sity, Southern Illinois University–Edwardsville, and Illinois State University. 

Currently four specialist and four doctoral students are on internships. Specialist interns 
are working at Lisle Community Unit School District, Woodridge District 68, Wheaton-
Warrenville CUSD 200, and North Shore School District 112. Doctoral students are intern-
ing with the University of Tennessee Health Sciences Center, Northern Suburban Special 
Education District, Livingston County Special Services Unit, and Division of Rehabilitation 
Evaluation Services at the University of Illinois/Urbana School District. The latter four sites 
are all part of the Illinois School Psychology Internship Consortium (ISPIC). All doctoral 
internships are APA accredited. As always we appreciate the guidance that alumni of the 
program provide to students that they supervise in the field.

Audrey J. Grupe Fellow in School Psychology selected
Allison Hanna was named the eighth recipient of the Audrey J. Grupe Fellowship in 
School Psychology. Hanna is a first-year student in the specialist program. She received her 
undergraduate degree from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign and hails from Columbia. Past Grupe Fellows have 
included Amir Jacob, Brian Spicer, Jennifer Wierzbicki, Claire 
Delahunt, Rebecca Skupien, Kristin Miller, and Alison Tomchik. 
The fellowship includes a full tuition waiver and a monthly stipend. 
The Department of Psychology would like to thank Audrey Grupe 
and cofounder Mary Jane McCarthy for funding the fellowship 
and contributing to the future generations of school psychology 
students. 

Passages
Congratulations to our largest group of new doctoral graduates, Beth Casper, Sara Harris, 
Julie Herbstrith (Keenan), Sarah Steinkamp Bergthold, and Kristal Shelvin 

Babies: Trisha Mann welcomed a girl this past year.

Weddings: Tara Dickey Perkins, Ashley Whittington 

National awards: Doctoral student Anna Schumacher Hickey was awarded the prestigious 
Hyman-Lambert Scholarship from the American Academy of School Psychology and a 
NASP School Psychology Advocacy Award for Student Leadership for her work with the 
Graduate Association of School Psychology. 

Katie Hartman and Dan Gadke are recipients of University Club Scholarships

Trisha Mann received the Ora Bretall Fellowship. 

Congratulations to all!

Saying goodbye
It is with sadness that we note the passing of Jim Agner, one of Illinois State University’s 
most distinguished school psychology alumni. Jim, a 1961 master’s degree graduate, was an 
administrator with the Illinois Office of Public Instruction in the early years of school psy-
chology in Illinois and later a long-time director of Four Rivers Special Education District. 
Information about Jim’s distinguished career was noted on page 74 of the History of Psychology 
at ISU monograph at Psychology.IllinoisState.edu/alumni/publication.pdf.

School PsychologySS
M k S
SSSchool Psychoool PPsycP

-

-

 

Brenda Huber, contributor
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DDDDevelopmental Psychology

Corrine Zimmerman, contributor

Gary Creasey is a grant coordinator of the TEACHER+PLUS grant that has been funded 
by the U.S. Department of Education. This $24 million dollar grant, in partnership with the 
Chicago Public Schools, is designed to train Illinois State students to work in underserved 
public school and community settings. As the assistant director of the project, Creasey is 
responsible for training faculty to redesign their undergraduate courses to assume an urban 
focus and facilitate the ability of Illinois State students to effectively work in underserved 
communities. Most critically, Illinois State graduates will be tracked into their professional 
occupations to determine if their undergraduate training has had a sustained influence on the 
academic and social-emotional outcomes of the individuals they work with as well as their 
own career development. 

Roció Rivadeneyra has been serving as the interim director of Latin American and 
Latino/a Studies this year. In this role she has coordinated the events of Latino Heritage 
Month in October. The Cultural Dinner on October 26 featured Tony award winning 
Lin-Manuel Miranda, creator, composer, and star of In the Heights. Other events included a 
community panel featuring members from Latino serving community-based organizations, 
including Enlace Chicago and Western Avenue Community Center. The Department of 
Psychology cosponsored an event with Federico Subervi from Texas State University-San 
Marcos, who spoke about Latinos and mass media. 

Faculty awards
We are pleased to report that two of 
our developmental faculty members 
have received recognition for their 
accomplishments.

Patricia Jarvis received an award 
for Outstanding College Teaching 
in the College of Arts and Sci-
ences for 2010, and Gary Creasey 
received two awards: Outstanding 
College Researcher in the College of 
Arts and Sciences for 2010 and the 
University Outstanding Teacher Award for 2010. These competitive awards recognize faculty 
who have demonstrated a history of teaching and research excellence at Illinois State.

In remembrance
It is with sadness that we report the passing of Margaret Waimon. She passed away October 
12, 2010, in Stuart, Florida. Waimon taught at the University from 1962–1980. Many will 
remember her teaching Developmental and Educational Psychology. Waimon was a world 
traveler and lifelong student. She was active in many causes, including Planned Parenthood, 
The Rape Crisis Center, and Democratic Politics. Our condolences go out to her family. She 
will be missed.
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